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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-16 have been examined and are pending with this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 4 recite the limitation "provider identifier" in page 10, lines 3 & 5 of claim 

4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 1 which 

claim 4 depends upon state only "receiving an identifier", not "receiving a provider 

identifier", as, recited in claim 4. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "registration information" in page 10, line 1 of claim 
8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "step of assigning" and "first connection" in lines 1 
and 2, respectively of claim 9. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1-3, 8, 10, 11, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Liu et al (US 5,898,780 A). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 1, Liu teaches a method for providing an automated login for a user 
connecting to a server, wherein the server comprises a first server of a plurality of 
servers that are connected via a computer network (see abstract: "Internet"), the 
method comprising steps of: receiving a connection to the user via a client data 
terminal (see col. 2, lines 63-65 and col. 3, lines 33-35); receiving an identifier associated 
with a second server of the plurality of servers (see col.l, lines 25-36 and col.3, lines 
47-53); and authenticating the user based on the identifier (see col.l, lines 44-48 and 
col.3, lines 61-65). 

As per claim 10, Liu teaches a method for providing an automated login for a 
user logging onto a host web site (see abstract), the method comprising steps of: 
receiving a connection to a user via an affiliated web site (see col.l, lines 50-59); 
receiving an identifier associated with the affiliated web site (see col.l, lines 25-36 and 
col.3, lines 47-53); and allowing the user access to the host web site based on the 
received identifier (see col.4, lines 58-61). 
DEPENDENT: 
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As per claim 2, Liu further teaches wherein the identifier comprises a provider 
identifier associated with the second server and a personal identifier assigned to the 
user by the second server (see Fig.4, step 84 and col.l, lines 25-36). 

As per claim 3, Liu further teaches wherein the step of authenticating the user 
comprises a step of allowing a user access to a service provided by the first server (see 
col.l, lines 9-15). 

As per claim 8, Liu further teach wherein the registration information comprises 
at least one of a user name, user post office address, user telephone number, and user 
electronic mail address (see Fig.4 and col.3, line 38-41). 

As per claim 11, Liu further teaches wherein the identifier comprises a provider 
identifier associated with the affiliated web site and a personal identifier assigned to the 
user by a server hosting the affiliated web site (see Fig.4, step 84 and col.l, lines 25- 
36). 

As per claim 13, Liu further teaches wherein the identifier received during the 
first connection and the identifier received during the second connection each 
comprises a provider identifier associated with the affiliated web site and a personal 
identifier assigned to the user by the affiliated web site (see Fig.4, step 84 and col.l, 
lines 25-36). 

As per claim 14, Liu further teaches wherein the registration information and 
identifier received with respect to the first connection is stored in a database (inherent: 
see col.5, lines 52-56), and wherein the step of allowing comprises steps of: searching 
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the database for an identifier that matches the identifier received with respect to the 
second connection (see col. 5, lines 52-56); and when a matching identifier is located, 
allowing the user access to the host web site (see col.4, lines 58-61). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-7, 9, 12, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Liu et al (US 5,898,780 A) in view of Clarke (US 6,397,250 Bl). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 15, Liu teaches of a server comprising: a means for receiving a first 
connection and a second connection to a client data terminal, wherein the first 
connection is first in time relative to the second connection (note: number of 
connections or number of times a server is connected is not functionally patentable); a 
means for receiving an identifier associated with an affiliated server during the first 
connection (see col.l, lines 25-36 and col.3, lines 47-53), which affiliated server was 
visited by the user prior to the server receiving the first connection to the client data 
terminal (implicit: "home ISP"); a means for storing the received identifier (see col.5, 
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lines 52-56); a means for receiving an identifier (see col.l, lines 25-36 and col.3, lines 
47-53) during the second connection (see note above); and a means for authenticating 
the user (see col.l, lines 44-48 and col.3, lines 61-65) during the second connection 
based on the identifier received during the second connection (see note above). 

Liu does not explicitly teach of a means for receiving registration information 
during the first connection from a user of the client data terminal; and a means for 
storing the received registration information. Clarke teaches a means for receiving 
registration information during the first connection from a user of the client data 
terminal (see col.l, lines 25-30); and a means for storing the received registration 
information (see abstract). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teachings of Clarke within the system of Liu by 
implementing receiving registration information and storing registration information 
within the server because this would enable a user to access the server on subsequent 
times more quickly and furthermore, Liu teaches that the "server 14 checks to see if the 
user is a customer of the local ISP, and hence is authorized to use the system" (see 
col.4, lines 1-4), which clearly is taught by Fig.4, that the access is granted faster with 
such means. Therefore, if a user accesses the local (foreign) ISP more frequently, it 
would be beneficial for the user to register with the local ISP. 
DEPENDENT: 
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As per claim 4, Liu further teaches wherein the step of receiving a connection 
comprises a step of receiving a second connection to a user via a client data terminal, 
wherein the step of receiving a provider identifier comprises a step of receiving, during 
the second connection, a . provider identifier associated with a second server of the 
plurality of servers, wherein the step of receiving a personal identifier comprises a step 
of receiving, during the second connection, a personal identifier assigned to the user by 
the second server, and further comprising steps of: receiving a first connection to the 
user via a client data terminal, wherein the first connection is first in time relative to the 
second connection; receiving, during the first connection, an identifier associated with 
the second server; receiving registration information from the user; storing the 
identifier and the registration information; and wherein the step of authenticating the 
user comprises a step of matching the stored identifier with the identifier received 
during the second connection (see claim 15 rejection above). 

As per claim 5, Liu further teaches wherein the identifier received during the first 
connection and the identifier received during the second connection each comprises a 
provider identifier associated with a second server and a personal identifier assigned to 
the user by the second server. 

As per claim 6, Liu further teaches wherein the step of storing comprises steps 
of: creating a user profile; and storing the identifier and the registration information in 
the user profile. 
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As per claim 7, Liu teaches of further including steps of: requesting, during the 
first connection, consent of the user to use the identifier associated with the second 
server; and receiving the requested consent. 

As per claim 9, Liu does not explicitly teach of further comprising a step of 
assigning, by the first server and during the first connection, a personal identifier to the 
user. Clarke teaches a step of assigning, by the first server and during the first 
connection, a personal identifier to the user (see col. 2, lines 24-30). It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to employ the teachings of Clarke within the system of Liu by implementing a step of 
assigning, by the first server and during the first connection, a personal identifier to the 
user within the method for providing an automated login for a user connecting to a 
server because this would enable a user to access the server on subsequent times more 
quickly and furthermore, Liu teaches that the "server 14 checks to see if the user is a 
customer of the local ISP, and hence is authorized to use the system" (see col.4, lines 
1-4), which clearly is taught by Fig.4, that the access is granted faster with such means. 
Therefore, if a user accesses the local (foreign) ISP more frequently, it would be 
beneficial for the user to register with the local ISP. 

As per claim 12, Larsson and Clarke further teaches wherein the step of receiving 
a connection comprises a step of receiving a second connection of a user via an 
affiliated web site, wherein the step of receiving an identifier comprises a step of 
receiving, during the second connection, an identifier associated with the affiliated web 
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site, and further comprising steps of: receiving a first connection of the user via the 
affiliated web site, wherein the first connection is first in time relative to the second 
connection; receiving, with respect to the first connection, registration information from 
the user; receiving, with respect to the first connection, an identifier associated with the 
affiliated web site; and storing the registration information and identifier received with 
respect to the first connection (see claim 15 rejection above). 

As per claim 16, Liu further teaches wherein the identifier received during the 
first connection and the identifier received during the second connection each 
comprises a provider identifier associated with the affiliated server and a personal 
identifier assigned to the user by the affiliated server (see Fig. 4, step 84 and col.l, lines 
25-36). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y Won whose telephone number is 703-605- 
4241. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 6AM-3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T Alam can be reached on 703-308-6662. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Y Won /-^ 
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